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THE ABSURD PARADOX OF CHRISTIAN 
SCIENCE. 



BY J. M. BUCKLEY, LL. D. 



Am 17? If I am, can I know that I am? Am I God, or 
part of God ? Have I a soul or spirit ? Or am I spirit, and is all 
that seems to be something else a fond or foul delusion? 

Mrs. Eddy forces such questions by introducing into "Science 
and Health" this characterization of the Infinite Ego : 

"I, I, I, I Itself, I, 

The inside and outside, the what and the why, 
The when and the where, the low and the high, 
All I, I, I, I itself, I." 

Though the approver of this, she is not its author. She affirms 
elsewhere that: 

"God, the only substance and divine Principle of creation, is by no 
means a creative partner in the firm of error named matter, or mortal 
mind. He eliminates His own idea wherein Principle and idea are not 
one — or God and man are one — and who can say which that one was?" 

Boswell, speaking of Berkeley's attempt to prove the non- 
existence of matter and that everything in the universe is 
merely ideal, said to Dr. Johnson : "Though we are satisfied his 
doctrine is not true, it is impossible to refute it." Instantly 
Johnson struck his foot with mighty force against a large stone 
and exclaimed : "I refute it thus." 

"Common sense metaphysics" enables me to identify myself. 
I think or feel or know that I can distinguish my neighbor from 
myself, and he is as sure he can distinguish me from himself. 
Yet we are so much alike, and the universe seems so much the 
same to each of us, that I can say to him, or to all mankind, as 
Shylock said to Salarino : 

"Have I not eyes, hands, organs, dimensions, senses, affections,' 
passions?— fed with the same food, hurt with the same weapons, sub- 
ject to the same diseases, healed by the Same means, warmed and 
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cooled by the same winter and summer as you are? If you prick us, 
do we not bleed? If you tickle us, do we not laugh? If you poison 
us, do we not die?" 

Whatever materialistic, or metaphysical, or mixed theory of 
knowledge and reality may be held, there is in every sane mind a 
recognition of permanent relations of one thing or idea to an- 
other. If there be matter only, or if there be no matter and 
spirit alone remains, or if "nothing exists where there is no mind 
to perceive it," the same relations must exist. 

Berkeley understood this and said : 

"I do not argue against the existence of any one thing that we 
can comprehend either of sensation or reflection; that the things I see 
with mine eyes and touch with my hands do exist, really exist, 
I make not the least question. The only thing whose existence I deny 
is that which philosophers call matter or corporeal substance. 

"And in denying this there is no damage done to the rest of man- 
kind, who, I dare say, will never miss it." 

Any fantastic hypothesis of the laws of being may be the 
basis of metaphysical speculation ; but, so long as sanity remains, 
the same order in relations must seem to exist, and the same gen- 
eral conduct with respect to the relations and their order will 
appear wise or foolish, right, indifferent or wrong. In most 
respects, Mrs. Eddy acts as if she had no peculiar theory of God, 
man and the universe. She has no doubt that she is the I who 
was treated by Professor Quimby, of Portland, Maine, and later 
claimed to make original discoveries and founded the Massachu- 
setts Metaphysical College. She is certain that she is the / who 
charged three hundred dollars for instructing students, and that 
she is the I whose "mortal mind" is delighted with Pleasant 
View, near Concord, New Hampshire. The famous Souvenir 
Silver Spoon which she recommended to her votaries seems to 
blend her idealistic theory with the more material and mortal 
aspects of the ease. The thought of the souvenir is spiritual ; the 
spoon, and the profits derived from its sale, approximate the ma- 
terial and belong to the realm of "mortal mind," to which the 
desire for other emoluments also appertains. 

With respect to Sin, Sickness and Death, she professes to act 
as most persons do not, and maintains that her conduct is the 
logical result of her metaphysical theory. This theory she claims 
to have received from God. 

Mrs. Eddy claims to have discovered the "Science of Meta- 
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physical Healing" in 1866. This she afterwards named Chris- 
tian Science. Ten years before that, when a student in college, 
the claim of semi-miraculous healing was forced upon my notice 
by certain anti-medicine, faith-cure Adventists in the vicinity, 
who tried to heal a young woman. She died, and, until the effects 
of chemical laws demonstrated that vital action had forever 
ceased, they prayed over her. After leaving college, I removed 
to New Hampshire, and frequently visited Mrs. Eddy's birth- 
place. There I heard much of her, and saw some of her early 
writings. When she put forth her claims, I studied them through 
her writings, and received instruction from two of her students. 
Many facts of her involution, evolution and revolution (a wise 
autobiographer always omits something) are not found in her 
accounts of herself and her discovery. In my possession are the 
early editions of "Science and Health," in which her own re- 
visions and those of her cabinet do not appear. None of her pub- 
lic movements or her published writings since then have been 
neglected by me. If, therefore, I am without some measure of 
understanding of the personal equation and of the theory and 
practice of Christian Science, want of opportunity cannot be 
pleaded in my defense, should injustice be done here in the treat- 
ment of the founder and the foundations and what has been built 
thereon. 

Within a year, referring to the origin of "Science and 
Health," she has written: 

"What I wrote had a strange coincidence or relationship with the 
light of revelation and solar light. I could not write those notes after 
sunset: all thoughts in the line of Scriptural interpretation would leave 
me until the rising of the sun: then the influx of divine interpretation 
would pour in upon my spiritual sense as gloriously as the sunlight on 
the material senses. It was not myself, but the divine power of Truth 
and Love, infinitely above me, which dictated 'Science and Health with 
Key to the Scriptures.' " 

After praising her own work inordinately, she closes the 
article in a style which in an ordinary mortal would be called 
egotism, and in an extraordinary mortal might perhaps pass for 
humility: 

"I should blush to write of 'Science and Health with Key to the 
Scriptures' as I have, were it of human origin, and I, apart from God, 
its author. But, as I was only a scribe echoing the harmonies of 
heaven in Metaphysics, I cannot be super-modest in my estimate of 
the Christian Science text-book." 
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When charged with inconsistency or absurdity, she and her 
followers take refuge under this proclamation : 

"In its literal expression, my system of Christian Metaphysics is 
hampered by material terms, which must be used to indicate thoughts 
that are to be understood metaphysically." 

On this account, to be clear and just in dealing with her sys- 
tem, it is necessary to extract from her works language which 
can only be used in an ordinary sense. This passage certainly 
answers this description and reveals her estimate of herself and 
her system: 

"Leibnitz, Descartes, Fichte, Hegel, Spinoza, Bishop Berkeley, were 
once clothed with a 'brief authority;' but Berkeley ended his literary 
career with a treatise on the healing properties of tar-water, and 
Hegel was an inveterate snuff-taker. The circumlocution and cold 
categories of Kant never improved the conditions of mortals, morally, 
spiritually or physically. Such miscalled metaphysical systems are 
reeds shaken with the wind. Compared with the inspired wisdom and 
infinite meaning of the Word of Truth ["Science and Health"], they 
are as moonbeams to the sun, or as Stygian night to the kindling 
dawn." 

The following reference is valuable as an index of the per- 
sonal equation, and of the essential arrogance of the claims made: 

"Emerson's ethics are models of their kind; but even that good 
man and genial philosopher partially lost his mental faculties before 
his death, showing that he did not understand the science of Mind 
Healing as elaborated in my 'Science and Health;' nor did he pretend 
to do so." 

This communication, sent out to the world over her signa- 
ture within a few weeks, can have no signification requiring a 
specially spiritual mind, and could probably be understood after 
sunset : 

"You say a boil is painful; but that is impossible, for matter with- 
out mind is not painful. The boil simply manifests your belief in pain, 
through inflammation and swelling; and you call this belief a boil. 
Now administer mentally to your patient a high attenuation of truth 
on this subject, and it will soon cure the boil. The fact that pain can- 
not exist where there is no mortal mind to feel it, is a proof that this 
so-called mind makes its own pain; that is, its own belief in pain. 

"We weep because others weep, we yawn because they yawn, and 
we have smallpox because others have it; but mortal mind, not matter, 
contains and carries the infection." 

Boils have come down to us from high antiquity. Pharaoh 
knew something of them, and they were among the trials of Job. 
That any one who has experienced the rise and progress and the 
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decline and fall of a boil can deny the existence of matter is 
inexplicable ! 

Mrs. Eddy affirms that "Science and Health" properly in- 
terprets the Bible, and that the truth of the theory of Christian 
Science was demonstrated by Jesus "when healing mortal minds 
and bodies," but was lost sight of until rediscovered by her and 
demonstrated with "signs following." 

Her serious propositions, endlessly reiterated, are: 

"I demonstrated this as the leading factor in mind-science — that 
mind is all and matter naught. * * * Matter seemeth to be, but Is 
not. * * * What is termed matter is but a manifestation of mortal 
mind. * * * Christian Science eschews what is termed natural 
science. The five physical senses are avenues of mortal mind. What, 
then, is the material personality which we call I? It is the embodi- 
ment of sin, sickness, and death. Spirit Is God, soul; and soul or spirit 
is not in man; else man would be identical with God. In reality, man 
has no other mind than God, it Is only a delusion that he seems to have 
another mind. * * * What appears to the senses as death is but a 
mortal illusion, instead of being matter in the death-process. Men say 
the body is dead; but this death was the departure of mortal Illusion, 
not of matter. Electricity is not a vital fluid, but an element of mortal 
mind — the thought essence that forms the link between what is termed 
matter and mortal mind. The grosser substratum is named matter, the 
more ethereal is called human mind, which is the nearer counterfeit of 
the immortal mind — and hence the more accountable and sinful belief. 

"It is a moral wrong to examine the body in order to ascertain if we 
are in health, and what are our life prospects. To do this is to take 
the government of man out of the hands of God. 

"Christian missionaries do not preach the gospel properly in India 
'when hundreds are dying annually of the bite of serpents.' 

"Erring mortal views named mind produce all the organic and 
animal action of the mortal body. * * * It is not enough to say 
that matter is the substratum of evil, and that its highest attenuation 
is mortal mind; for there is strictly speaking no mortal mind. Mind is 
immortal. * * * Death is the consequent of an antecedent false as- 
sumption of the realness of something material and mortal." 

"Mortal mind" is a species of trick in her game of logomachy, 
or else in her theory it is something neither body nor spirit as 
ordinarily understood. 

Whether the Bible be true or false, the claim of Mrs. Eddy 
that "Science and Health" agrees vnth and interprets the Bible is 
without foundation. 

The Hebrews under the direction of Moses had a system of 
sanitation perfectly adapted to the country, the people, and the 
climate. The seclusion of the leper, the law forbidding mar- 
riages to near kin, the prohibition of the eating of animals that 
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had died of disease, the names and descriptions of diseases to 
which the people would be exposed, distinguished the Israelites 
among the nations of the earth, and numerous and minute direc- 
tions show that they knew nothing of such notions, as this woman 
has conceived. 

The poisonous character of the wild gourds, which the people, 
in their ignorance, put into the pottage, was recognized and reme- 
died by Elisha, whose subsequent protracted and fatal illness is 
portrayed. A multitude of diseases are described, among them 
consumption, pestilence, palsy, cutaneous disorders, sores, boils, 
and sunstroke. The maladies of Job, of Hezekiah, to whom 
Isaiah applied a plaster of figs, and of Daniel — of whom is writ- 
ten: "And I, Daniel, fainted, and was sick certain days; after- 
ward I rose up and did the king's business" — are matters of 
record. 

There are also references to medicines. "A merry heart doeth 
good like a medicine." Ezekiel speaks figuratively of the fruit of 
the trees being for meat, and "the leaves thereof for medicine." 
There are other figurative references that imply the legitimate use 
and effect of medicines, such as : "Is there no balm in Gilead, is 
there no physician there?" 

The effect of improper food in producing physical disorders 
is referred to in Proverbs: "Hast thou found honey? eat so 
much as is sufficient for thee, lest thou be filled therewith and 
vomit it." The medicinal effects of liquors, both vinous and 
compounded, are mentioned in the same book: "Give strong 
drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine unto those that 
be of heavy heart. Let him drink and forget his poverty, and 
remember his misery no more." 

It was Christ who said, "They that are whole need not a 
physician, but they that are sick." And the Samaritan bound 
up the wounds of the man who fell among thieves, "pouring in 
oil and wine." The sickness of Lazarus and the words of Christ 
with regard to it, are not in harmony with the methods of Mrs. 
Eddy. Gluttony and drunkenness in the feasts of the Corinthian 
church made "many weak and sickly," and caused the death of 
some. Paul recounts his being "in weariness and painfulness," 
also his "thorn in the flesh," and his prayer three times that it 
might depart. He prescribed to Timothy "a little wine for his 
stomach's sake" and his "often infirmities." Enthusiasts have 
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affirmed that this wine was unfermented. Why, then, the cau- 
tion that he should confine himself to a little, and why a pre- 
scription of a little of one kind of mere food for "often infirmi- 
ties'"? Wherever illness was mentioned by Christ or any of his 
Apostles, it was spoken of as a reality, as a condition of disease 
in feeling, perception, or action consequent upon a condition or a 
process in the individual; and wholeness or health as a restora- 
tion of the normal condition and processes. 

Numerous "treatments," to be paid for per visit, do not ap- 
pear in the Christian Scriptures. Elisha refused an immense 
sum from Naaman, and called down the judgment of God on 
Gehazi, his servant, who surreptitiously sought to enrich him- 
self by a tax upon the healed diplomat. 

Christ sent out the seventy with two instructions : "Heal the 
sick. Cast out Devils. Freely ye have received : freely give." 

There are other fundamental differences. Christ, when his 
disciples were affrighted, made a distinction between the spirit 
and the body, saying, "Handle me and see, a spirit hath not 
flesh and bones as ye see me have." He speaks of men who can 
kill the body, and warns against something more terrible that 
may be after the death of the body which may be inflicted upon 
both body and soul. 

Christ required faith. Mrs. Eddy disparages faith, putting 
it below what she calls understanding and antagonistic to it. 
•Christ specifically commanded prayer in the sense of petitioning 
a person, with a promise that such prayers would avail when 
offered according to the will of God. Mrs. Eddy thus con- 
demns it : 

"Petitioning a personal deity is a misapprehension of the source 
and means of all good and blessedness." 

"Prayer to a person affects the sick as a drug that has no efficacy 
of its own, but borrows its power from faith and belief in matter." 

The New Testament has much to say of the beneficent influ- 
ence of pain as a means of chastening the spirit, and gives 
instructions to those who "suffer according to the will of God." 

If the theory of this metaphysical siren be true, the suffer- 
ings of Christ on the cross were erroneous dreams of mortal 
mind, and the "sweat as it were great drops of blood" forced 
by anguish from every pore, was avoidable by her process. In- 
deed, she declares that : "Had wisdom characterized all the say- 
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ings of Jesus, He would not have prophesied His own death}, 
and thereby hastened or caused it." 

Enslaved or abnormalized by her, theory, she rushes in where 
angels fear to tread, and indites words such as no woman or man 
ever uttered, either in belief or unbelief of Christ or His mission. 

"Jesus, born of a Virgin mother, was more of a miracle to that age 
than to this. The Bethlehem babe was the nearest approximation, 
since the record in Genesis, to the Science of Being, in which spirit 
makes man. But, man born of woman being the usual advent of 
mortal man, this material belief entered in part Mary's spiritual con- 
ception of Jesus, which accounts for His struggles in Gethsemane, but 
it made Him mediator between God and mortal man. A lack of entire 
science in the advent of Jesus produced its own discord and met its 
fate in death." 

Christ and His Apostles raised the dead, and turned away 
from no malady. Their cures were instantaneous : only one casa 
of hesitation is recorded, through want of faith in the Disciples; 
but their Master's voice was effectual. They lost no patients. 
Those whom they healed suffered no relapses. Surgical cases 
were not, as is the fact with Christian Scientists, rejected. All 
"the maimed" were "made whole," and Christ's last miracle of 
healing was to replace an ear which had been smitten off by the 
sword of the impulsive Peter. 

Whether Christianity be true or false, there is no way by 
which Mrs. Eddy can harmonize her theory with it, except by 
reading into it the dreams of her heated fancy. 

Her system of spiritual therapeutics, as embodied in her pre« 
scriptions, is fantastic. Mothers, and others, are taught that diet 
and dirt are of no significance. 

"The condition of the stomach, bowels, food and clothing, and so 
forth, is of no serious moment to your child. Your views regarding 
them will produce the only result they can have on the health of your 
child. The daily ablution of an infant is not more natural or necessary 
than to 'take a fresh flsh out of water and cover it with dirt once a 
day, that it may thrive better in its natural element." 

Again she affirms: 

"This woman learned that food neither strengthens nor weakens tha 
body, that mind alone does. . . . The truth is, food does not affect the 
life of man. ... It would be foolish to venture beyond our present 
understanding; foolish to stop eating until we gain more goodness, 
and a clearer apprehension of the living God." 

Exercise is of no value; indeed, "it cannot possibly enlarge 
muscles." 
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"Because the muscles of the blacksmith's arm are strongly de- 
veloped. It does not follow that exercise did it, or that an arm less used 
must be less fragile. . . . The trip hammer is not increased in size 
by exercise; why not, since muscles are as material as wood and iron?" 

Bathing and rubbing are not only useless, but deserve casti- 
gation. Here is the dictum : 

"Bathing and rubbing to alter the secretions or remove unhealthy 
exhalations from the cuticle, receive a useful rebuke from Christian 
healing." 

To a questioner who said, "How can I believe there is no 
such thing as matter when I weigh over two hundred pounds, 
and daily carry about this weight?" Mrs. Eddy answered: 

"By learning that matter is but manifest mortal mind. You enter- 
tain an adipose belief of your sense as substance; whereas substance 
means more than matter, it is the glory and preeminence of spirit. 
Have you never been so preoccupied in thought while moving your 
body, that you did this without consciousness of its weight?" 

Mrs. Eddy claims that her power over "the fish of the sea" 
was demonstrated by the cure of a case of inflammation and 
stoppage resulting from eating smoked herring. She bases her 
proposition upon this: "Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea 
and over the fowl of the air." These are her words : 

"Had that man dominion over the fish in his stomach? His want 
of control over the fish of the sea must have been an illusion, or else 
the Scriptures misstate man's power. That the Bible is true I believe 
not only, but I demonstrated its truth when I exercised my power over 
the fish, cast out the sick man's illusion, and healed him." 

I was at the scene of a railway accident at which twenty-six 
persons were killed and one hundred and four wounded. Mrs. 
Eddy accounts for their condition in this way : 

"The fear of dissevered bodily members, or a belief in such a 
possibility, is reflected on the body in the shape of headache, fractured 
bones, dislocated joints, and so on, as directly as shame is seen in the 
blush rising to the cheek. This human error about physical wounds 
and colics is part and parcel of the illusion that matter can feel and 
see, having sensation and substance." 

Mrs. Eddy thus explains the origin of insanity : "It implies 
belief in a diseased brain, while physical ailments so-called arise 
from belief that some other portions of the body are deranged." 
She maintains that, if one were to believe fully that the brain 
has nothing to do with the mind, there would be no insanity 
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from so-called injuries of the brain, whereas if one believed thai 
the great toe was a cause of insanity "a bunion would produce it." 
An eminent author some years since wrote upon "Aberra- 
tions of the Sexual Instinct," and how they affect the reflective 
processes. Those familiar with that paper will certainly be re- 
minded of it by the following passage from Mrs. Eddy. She 
does not shrink from saying: 

"Until time, matures, human growth, marriage and progeny will 
continue unprohibited in Christian Science, but we look to future gen- 
arations for ability to comply with absolute science when marriage 
shall be found to be man's oneness with God, the unity of eternal love. 
. . . To abolish marriage at this period and maintain morality and 
generation, would put ingenuity to ludicrous shifts; yet this is possible 
in science, although it is to-day problematic. The time cometh and 
now is for spiritual and eternal existence to be recognized and under- 
stood in science. All is Mind. Human procreation, birth, life, and 
death, are subjective states of human erring mind. They are the 
phenomena of mortality, nothingness, and illustrate mortal mind and 
body as one and neither real nor eternal." 

The foregoing suggests the inquiry: How near the verge of 
insanity may persons wander, and still retain financial ability? 

The following frank confession made by Mrs. Eddy should 
not be omitted: 

"To quench the glowing flames of falsehood, once in about seven 
years, I have to repeat this — that I use no drugs whatever, not even 
coffea, coffee, thea, tea, capsicum, red pepper; though every day, and 
especially at dinner, I indulge in homoeopathic doses of natrum muriati- 
cnm, common salt." 

The testimony of Christian Scientists to their cures is, to a 
large degree, discredited by their ignorance of and indifference 
to the human system. Over many of the eases they describe, as 
over the account given by Mrs. Eddy of her own hopeless in- 
validism and diversified ailments, hysteria and hypochondria 
might be inscribed, in large characters. Their alleged and actual 
recoveries present no new problems either in psychology, physiol- 
ogy or pathology. Yet the number and diversity of diseases from 
which those whom they heal were suffering at one and the same 
time, or successively, and the positiveness with which they name 
these diseases, rival the accounts of the most unscrupulous quacks. 

It is true that, under their incantations, or silence or "absent 
treatment," many recover from trifling ailments, and some from 
serious maladies. But only those unacquainted with the latent 
resources of human vitality, and the effects of imagination, faith, 
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expectancy, and personal influence, find this problem difficult. 
Without any theory, many all their lives refuse to consult doctors 
or take medicine; more consult physicians and recover by atten- 
tion to hygiene without medicine. Millions of the poor and of 
those in frontier or scattered regions, in shipwrecks, in time of 
war and pestilence, have recovered without medical aid, the vis 
medicatrix naturae bringing them through. 

Many diseases are self-limited. Under ordinary circum- 
stances, if let alone, the patient will recover. In such cases, 
whatever treatment he has had receives the credit. The influence 
of hope is well known, and also that of emotional excitement, 
which often kills and more frequently cures. Many are ill chiefly 
because they fancy themselves so, and only need some one to 
make them believe they are well. All schools of medicine receive 
the benefit of these latent resources and natural suggestions. 

To divert the attention of patients from themselves by ex- 
pectation, by confidence in physician or in theory, is of great 
benefit. Sometimes, the concentration, under the influence of 
suggestion, of the patient's attention upon particular parts of 
the body, may have a favorable or unfavorable effect, even to the 
extent of producing structural alteration. All that Christian 
Scientists seem to achieve is done by these hidden springs of life 
and mental adjuncts. This is proved by the fact that they have 
the same limitations, dangers of relapse, and inability to exert the 
least influence on certain diseases which Mormons, anti-medicine 
faith-healers, spiritualists, and occult healers of all kinds en- 
counter. None can give hearing or sight to those born deaf or 
blind, nor restore lost members to the body. 

The failures of Christian Scientists are innumerable. 
Twenty years ago, I collected vital statistics of various com- 
munistic institutions which refuse medical aid, and compared 
them with the tables of life insurance companies; and on the 
basis of the results of the comparison, I predicted that, should 
Christian Science at any time begin to spread rapidly, or should 
anti-medicine, faith-healing institutions be largely increased, the 
number of deaths would attract attention, and public indignation 
be excited by failures to heal maladies which ordinarily yield to 
medical or surgical treatment. 

This prediction is now being fulfilled every day. Many who 
have been vainly treated by Christian Scientists are dead. None 
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of their failures is mentioned by the healers, and few by living 
victims, who are usually silenced by shame. One I met in an 
insane asylum, muttering all day long, "God can never be sick." 

The opinion that herbs and drugs have no power except as 
"belief or mortal mind" gives it, is puerile, and is destroyed by 
the fact that the medicinal effects of various herbs, minerals 
and waters have been discovered by accident. 

The power of an&sthetics to produce insensibility so complete 
as to admit of painful major operations, without the sufferer 
being conscious of pain, was accidentally discovered. Their 
effects are practically instantaneous and capable of almost in- 
definite prolongation. They are equally manifest upon those who 
have never heard of them, upon idiots, maniacs, domestic ani- 
mals, and the most ferocious of wild animals. In the presence 
of this demonstration of the falsity of their fundamental theory, 
sincere believers in Christian Science are objects of pity, and its 
merely financial exploiters should be objects of abhorrence. 

The difference between Christian Science Healers and phy- 
sicians worthy of the name is great. An intelligent, educated, 
experienced and candid physician studies both the mind and the 
body, relieves the sick man of the responsibility of treating him- 
self, strengthens him by hope and encourages him by his personal 
presence and manner. He understands the mineral, plant and 
animal substances included in Materia Medica; he knows that 
not medicine, but inherited vital force, is the primary cause of 
health and healing, and of the repair of injuries. He knows also 
by observation and experiment that nature can be assisted, but he 
interferes only when it is necessary and safe. Such a physician 
is too learned and too honest ever to do he knows not what be- 
cause he knows not what to do. He can relieve the pains of in- 
curable diseases, smooth the pathway of sufferers to the inevit- 
able end, and to convalescents he can give such hygienic hints 
as may prevent a recurrence of the malady or save them from 
something worse. Certain that all men must die and that all die 
of old age, disease, accident, or intentional violence, he claims by 
hygiene, medicine and surgery to assist nature to delay the in- 
evitable, and to render the journey to it more endurable. 

Under the theory of this government, any person is free to 
believe all the contradictions in the absurd paradox of Christian 
Science, and every sane person should be free to act upon his 

vol. clxxiii. — no. 536. 3 
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belief so far as it affects himself alone. But should an adult, the 
victim of an acute or chronic disease, for whose relief no efforts 
are being made, sink into coma or become delirious, if those near- 
est to him refuse to call medical or surgical aid, the case is a 
proper subject for interference by the state. Children, also, are 
the wards of the state; and if they suffer from diseases which 
might prove fatal, and their parents and guardians refuse them 
medical treatment, the state is justified in requiring the attend- 
ance of health officers, and, if they believe the situation critical, 
in enforcing treatment. If the disease be contagious, the authori- 
ties should take charge of the patient, and require that he be 
treated by methods which the civilization of the age approves. 
And whoever by neglect allows a human being for whom he is 
responsible to die without care is liable to prosecution, and if 
unable to justify his conduct, to conviction and punishment. 

As Christian Science denies the testimony of the senses; and 
as its methods are the same whether the case is one of smallpox, 
bubonic plague, leprosy, scarlet fever, diphtheria, or a simple 
cold; and as the declaration of its founder is, "I have always 
advised my pupils not to read works in advocacy of a material- 
istic treatment of disease, because they becloud the science of 
metaphysical healing;" and as many contagious diseases are dis- 
tinguishable only by expert physicians, where there is the slight- 
est reason to suspect their existence, the management of them 
should not be left to those who on principle attach no importance 
to a knowledge of the nature of any disease. 

Like the dreams of sleep, the dream of Christian Science 
seems real and pleasant while health lasts ; but when the believer 
suffers injuries so painful as to concentrate his attention upon 
himself, or when the sickness is in another and is unto death, the 
dream becomes a nightmare. Then the refrain from the lips of 
the foundress, "Sympathy with sin, sorrow and sickness would 
dethrone God as truth," has no power; unless, 'the testimony of 
the senses having been denied, the natural emotions of the heart 
are paralyzed — one of the worst effects of a delusion which, while 
in all other relations of human life it allows the use of means 
adapted to ends, in sickness rejects, in the name of God, all that 
God has endowed with healing properties. At the last, Christian 
Science and Pagan Stoicism become equivalent terms. 

J. M. Buckley. 



